Independent School
Stage 2- Education Restart Planning
August 10, 2020
Purpose:
•

The Ministry is requiring all independent schools to complete this template (with the exception
of First Nation independent schools and independent schools that have a Distributed Learning
Agreement with the Ministry of Education and offer exclusively online programs) and to submit
their high-level operating plan to the Ministry of Education for expanded in-class instruction
starting on September 8, in line with Stage 2 of BC's Education Restart Plan.

Note:
•
•

Use this form to describe your school’s plans to restart school for the 2020-21 school year at
Stage 2.
The Ministry is exempting the following schools from completing this Independent School
Education Restart template:
o Independent schools that have a Distributed Learning Agreement with the Ministry of
Education and offer exclusively online programs,
o First Nations independent schools.
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Process (FISA Member Schools):
•

•

•

•

The Ministry is asking that each school that belongs to FISA or a FISA association complete this
template and submit it to their appropriate Association’s head. Catholic schools should submit
their reports to their local archdiocesan or diocesan authority/superintendent.
FISA member schools should submit this template to their respective association/local dioceses
as follows:
o Association of Christian Schools International (ACSIBC) - Philip_Hills@acsi.org;
o Associate Member Society of FISABC (AMS) - marina@fisabc.ca;
o Catholic schools in BC, as represented by each of 5 dioceses:
 Archdiocese of Vancouver (CISVA) - superintendent@cisva.bc.ca;
 Catholic Independent Schools Nelson Diocese (CISND) - superintendent@cisnd.ca;
 Catholic Independent Schools Kamloops Diocese (CISKD) - superintendent@ciskd.ca;
 Catholic Independent Schools Diocese of Victoria (CISDV) - bpulyk@cisdv.bc.ca;
 Catholic Diocese of Prince George (CISPG) – cis@cispg.ca;
o Independent Schools Association of BC (ISABC) - elizabeth.moore@isabc.ca and
o Society of Christian Schools in BC (SCSBC) - ed.noot@scsbc.ca
Schools should ensure that they attach any other relevant school-level plans as appendices (e.g.
exposure control plan, any plans to assess need for students requiring in-school support,
communications plan, etc.)
The four FISA associations and 5 Catholic dioceses will compile and keep individual member
schools’ forms to develop a summary report of how their member school authorities are starting
the 2020/21 school year in line with Stage 2 of BC's Education Restart Plan. The summary
reports are due to the Ministry by 5:00pm, August 25, 2020 via e-mail
(EDUC.independentSchoolsOffice@gov.bc.ca ).

Process (Non-FISA Member School):
•

Independent Schools that do not belong to FISA or a FISA association must complete the
Independent School Education Restart template below and submit along with any other relevant
school-level plans attached as appendices (e.g. exposure control plan, any plans to assess need
for students requiring in-school support, communications plan, etc.) to
EDUC.independentSchoolsOffice@gov.bc.ca
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Completing and Submitting:
•
•
•
•
•

Download the fillable PDF document.
o Note: This is not a web-based document and you cannot complete it online.
Complete this PDF fillable form after the download and save as such.
DO NOT save as a flat PDF, the PDF fillable fields must still be accessible.
DO NOT physically print and scan this document.
Submit this template as a PDF file using the following document naming and email subject line
convention:
“Independent Schools Education Restart Plan - <School Name>”

•

Non-FISA Member Schools:
o Email the completed PDF form to the Independent Schools Branch at:
EDUC.IndependentSchoolsOffice@gov.bc.ca
*DEADLINE for SUBMISSION: End of Day: August 21, 2020

•

FISA Member Schools:
o Email the completed PDF form to your association’s head (see email address above).
*DEADLINE for SUBMISSION: End of Day: August 21, 2020
o

NOTE THAT YOUR ASSOCIATION HEAD MAY REQUIRE AN EARLIER SUBMISSION DATE TO
COMPLETE ASSOCIATION-LEVEL SUMMARY SUBMISSION TO THE MINISTRY
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Section 1: Contact Information
a) School Name:

Click here to enter
text.
Whytecliff
Agile
Learning Centre - Langley

b) Ministry School Number:
(8 digits)

Click here to enter text.
03596631

c) School Authority Name:

Click hereFoundation
to enter text.
Focus
of BC - 432

d) Name of FISA Association:
(If applicable)

Click here to enter text.
AMS

e) School Contact Name:

Click here to
enter text.PhD
Robert
Kissner

f) School Contact Position:

Click here to enter
text.
Executive
Director

g) School Contact E-mail:

Click here to enter text.
rkissner@focusfoundation.ca

h) School Contact Phone Number:

Click here to enter text.
778-240-4319
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Section 2: Health and Safety
a) Does your school have an updated health and safety plan that implements the Public
Health Guidance for K-12 Schools and WorkSafeBC?
☐Yes
☐No
*FISA members should submit their school’s plan as an attachment to their association
head for review.
**Non-FISA members should attach their school’s health and safety plan to their school’s
restart submission.
b) What is your school’s anticipated 2020/21 school year start date (yyyy/mm/dd)?
2020/09/08
Click or tap to enter a date.

c) Provide a summary of the updates made to your school’s plan in the following areas:
 Cleaning and disinfecting;
 Physical distancing strategies;
 Hand hygiene;
 Personal protective equipment for students and staff (including re-useable masks);
 Symptom assessment and illness policies/procedures;
 Improvements to school ventilation systems, if required; and
 Student transportation on buses;
Under
updated
health and
safety guidelines, we have:
Clickthe
here
to enter
text.
- increased our cleaning and disinfecting policies to provide for whole building cleaning and disinfecting on a daily basis and
cleaning of each classroom area after each use as well as additional cleaning of washrooms and commonly touched surfaces at the
midpoint of the school day.
-Physical distancing will be required with all student and staff. Each classroom will be divided off with half of the desks/tables
marked off, so they are not able to be used by students. Desks/tables are also marked by the name of a particular child ensuring
dedicated use. This approach will allow for proper physical distancing between children in each classroom as well as minimizing
shared contact of any surfaces. We are dividing our physical site into three separate areas, each with its own entry door and
dedicated washrooms. This will allow access by greater numbers of youth according to needs for emotional and practical support in
learning as well as by educator and subject area. All youth are able to do direct work with their particular lead teacher as well as
other educators they may be working with. This approach effectively meets the demands of the students who wish to attend and
provides some room for expansion in attendance as needed. Youth will be divided into learning groups no larger than 12 and
largely stay together as a group. Up to two groups may be combined on occasion but with appropriate distancing and masks
depending on the activity. Arrival times, break and lunch times will be staggered as appropriate. Visual signs and reminders and
directional arrows are installed in appropriate locations.
-Hand disinfecting stations are located at entrances to the building and in each classroom area and we have purchased additional
pole dispensers with signs as a reminder for students. All washrooms have appropriate signage and reminders. Staff remind
students prior to leaving a classroom area.
- Each students receives at least two reusable masks and masks are required for all staff and all students in when they are in high
traffic areas like hallways, and anytime they are outside of their classroom or learning group and they cannot safely distance from
others. Students will have the choice to wear a mask in the classroom and staff will have the choice to wear a mask when
interacting within their learning group. Reusable face shields are available as an option for all staff and students on request.
-Parents and caregivers have received the standard COVID symptom checklist and students as well our staff are required to stay
home if they exhibit any signs of illness. Students will be assessed with the same checklist prior to entry to any program vans with
additional health checks and a temperature screening prior to or immediately on entry to the building.
-We have serviced our HVAC systems and added air purifiers that are capable of filters 500 sq feet each throughout the building.
-Capacity limits have been reduced in program vans and masks are required for all students and staff using this mode of
transportation. Vans are cleaned after each group of students use reflecting best COVID practices in particular the steering wheel
and any commonly touched surfaces.
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d) Outline the schedule for health and safety training and orientation of school staff,
including new employees and staff who work at multiple sites and/or across multiple
cohorts in a school (e.g. counsellors, learning assistants, prep teachers, Education
Assistants, etc.)
Clickstaff
herereturned
to enter text.
Our
to school on August 17th and have been actively engaged in
planning for September. All staff have read the Ministry return to school guidelines
and plan as well as materials provided from WorkSafe BC and The Ministry of
Health.
Procedures we have developed reflect staff input and buy-in and staff will reach out
and meet with families and youth to ensure common understanding and buy-in.
Youth will be involved in discussions and work staff to understand a personal Code
of Conduct reflecting best health practices and also declaring any incidents of
potential risk to other students such as being in large groups where social distancing
did no occur so that additional health and safety measures such as personal study
spaces can be created. Staff will have meetings to discuss any changes with
COVID-19 protocols and safety precautions required by any rise of cases in the
community. None of our staff work at multiple sites should this ever occur they will
always wear a mask at the second site.
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Section 3: Learning Groups
a) Provide examples of your school’s approach to the implementation of learning groups in
schools and during non-instructional time.
 Outline any shifts in curriculum, course access, or course scheduling, as well as actions
taken to mitigate the impacts to students of any changes and ensure equity.
Click here toisenter
text. to have a low enrollment of a maximum of 44 and a low
Whytecliff
fortunate
student-to-staff ratio of no more than 6:1. We are going to use this to our advantage
in creating safe separations between youth. As part of our social distancing strategy,
youth will be assigned to smaller, self-contained educational/social ‘groups’ or 10 to
12 students each. In order for there to be clear communication (and to provide the
emotional and practical support each child needs), each ‘group’ will be linked to a
specific educator and youth worker. Each ‘group’ will be socially distanced from other
groups (while also social distancing within groups). There will be no sharing of pens,
pencils, cellphones, or laptops between groups or individual students.

No more than two groups will ever be combined for any purpose with appropriate
distancing and masks as necessary depending on the tasks.
We will be using specific entrance doors for each group as necessary, and all children
will have a dedicated washroom for their group (to limit the number of specific
children using each washroom).
We have made no changes to our curriculum, course access or course scheduling as
each student has a unique IEP for them and receives the practical educational and
emotional support they need to be successful.
The program remains the same as in prior years although we do have an emphasis on
more action learning in the community and are increasing our use of outdoor
opportunities.
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b) How is your school organizing your workforce to balance the delivery of instruction for the
learning groups and physical distancing strategies for adults who are interacting with
cohorts?
 Staff who work at multiple sites (on call, itinerant, etc.);
 Staff who work across multiple cohorts in a school (e.g. counsellors, learning assistance,
prep teachers, EAs, teacher-librarians, etc.)
Click will
herebe
to enter
text.in specific pairs with student learning groups. They will be
Staff
working
required to follow social distancing protocols with students and each other.
Interaction between staff at the two sites will be limited. No staff work at multiple
sites and if ever it should occur for some future reason they will wear masks and
follow the appropriate health and safety protocals to ensure safety of themselves and
others.

c) Does your school have a plan in place to ensure continuity of learning if the school is
required to switch stages and for any students who need to self-isolate/quarantine?
☐Yes
☐No If Yes, describe below.
Clickhave
hereset
to enter
text. learning through Google Classroom, which gives student access
We
up online
to completing school work online if they are required to self-isolate or if the COVID
stage switches. Online learning is supplemented with direct outreach and home visits
with appropriate social distancing and health and safety procedures.
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Section 4: Students with Diverse Abilities/Disabilities
a) In alignment with the Equity and Inclusion Guiding Principles, describe how is your school
planning for students with diverse abilities/disabilities ensuring students and
communicating to parents on the following, ensuring students will:
 Be able to attend school full time or have a plan to ensure supports and learning
continue if a student needs to learn at home;
 Have access to the necessary health and safety supports;
 Continue to receive supports and services as identified in their IEP, including 1:1
supports; and
 Not be grouped in segregated settings as part of the establishment of cohorts.
Click here toisenter
text.
Whytecliff
1 of 14
schools in the province that works with students with complex
needs. All students who attend our school have diverse abilities and disabilities and
our policy reflect these needs. Our COVID-19 policy are tuned and to the needs of
the youth in our program as a whole and tailored for each child's circumstance.
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Section 5: Communication and Engagement
a) Does your school have a communication plan?
☐Yes ☐No If Yes, provide a copy, link to, or summary of the overall communication plan.

Section 6: Engagement with Indigenous People
a) In developing the Stage 2 plan, is your school currently engaging with Indigenous peoples
and is there a plan in place for ongoing engagement?
☐Yes
☐No
☐N/A If Yes, describe the engagement process and feedback received.
Click here to enter text.
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b) Did your school consult with local First Nations rights holders in developing the plan –
particularly First Nations with whom the school has a Local Education Agreement
and First Nations with students in the school?
☐Yes ☐No ☐N/A If Yes, describe the consultation and any requests received.
Click here to enter text.

c) Did your school make any modifications to your school’s plan based on feedback from
Indigenous partners and/or local First Nations?
☐Yes ☐No ☐N/A If Yes, describe below.
Click here to enter text.
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Section 7: Unions
a) Did your school consult with local unions in developing the school’s plan? If yes, outline the
collaboration process that occurred with local unions in developing the school’s restart
plan. What is the process for continued consultation and collaboration during the school
year?
☐Yes ☐No ☐N/A If Yes, describe below.
Click here to enter text.

Section 8: Parents, Guardians, and Caregivers
a) Did your school engage with parents, guardians, and caregivers in developing the Stage 2
Plan?
☐Yes ☐No If Yes, describe below.
Clickare
here
to entertesting
text. our COVID-19 policy to better meet the needs of the parents
We
currently
and youth in our program. We are adapting them based on feedback and needs of
youth and families. Students will be directly involved in the creation of our COVID Code
of Conduct in concert with the program vision statement..."We are a safe and
respectful environment...". We have received praise and positive support and no
negative feedback from the hybrid learning model in June. A letter outlining our initial
plans was shared with all parents August 18th and will be circulating the specific
program schedule and other details to parents and youth for further feedback before
August 27th . We have ongoing consultations with youth and parents as a natural part
of the program and each child's individual program will be discussed including updating
their IEP with youth and parents prior to September 8th.
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Section 9: Transportation
a) What transportation arrangements have been made to get all students, including First
Nations and students with diverse abilities/disabilities, to school?
☐Yes ☐No ☐N/A If Yes, describe below.
Click herewho
to enter
text.
Students
need
transportation assistance will have access to transportation
assistance but with COVID-19 safety precautions. We will be using program vans.
Students will be required to wear masks in the vans and complete a brief health and
safety check prior to entering. Vans will have a lower capacity to be able to have some
social distancing and better protect students. After each use by a particular group of
students, the vans will be cleaned and disinfected according to the COVID-19 best
practices and in particular, disinfecting the steering wheel and commonly touched
areas.
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